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By Sandra Rancourt

Four hundred individuals participated in this year’s Floods,
Flowers and Feathers Festival. (SR)
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For the 2nd year in a row, Turnbull National
Wildlife Refuge hosted the Floods, Flowers and
Feathers Festival on Saturday, May 18th. Despite
very cool temperatures and the constant threat of
rain, this was another successful event thanks to the
efforts of refuge staff, numerous partners and individuals. Since the number of partners participating
from last year doubled, the refuge had 2 large tents
for all the information and activity booths. Eastern
Washington University Recycling Department generously loaned over 50 tables and 100 chairs for the
participants. It was a day packed with information
and activities for the 400 attendees.
Partners provided their expertise on geology and
history of the area, beekeeping, air quality, animal
signs and tracks, native plants, endangered species,
wetland preservation, private lands assistance, weed
intervention, habitat restoration, veteran assistance,
local wildlife, raptors, and a good deal more. The
activity tent was filled with attendees: making animal tracks; dissecting owl pellets; identifying skulls,
antlers and fur; learning animal signs; participating
in an air quality demonstration; investigating the
Spokane-Rathdrum aquifer; observing a live volcano
demonstration; and getting a very close up look at a
variety of reptiles, amphibians, and live raptors.
We also offered several demonstrations, walks,
talks, and tours throughout the day. Eagle Scout
candidate Dallin Olson from Boy Scout Troop 329
demonstrated how to build and place a bluebird nest
box for his Eagle Scout Project. Dallin had a steady
stream of participants at his station building bluebird
boxes and leaving with their well-constructed prize.
Fire folks from The Inland Northwest Wildlife Complex had an interactive demonstration that allowed
participants to get hands on experience handling fire
(Continued on Page 2)
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suppression equipment. Quite a few kids got a thrill
shooting cones down with the fire hose. Numerous
folks participated in a songbird banding demonstration and had the unique opportunity to hold a yellow
warbler, house wrens, and song sparrows.
Other opportunities included dip netting aquatic
invertebrates for identification and study; participating in bird identification scavenger hunts; testing
the waters with some pretty cool instruments for pH,
nitrates, phosphates and dissolved oxygen; learning
the best techniques for photography in the field from
a very enthusiastic and skilled leader; learning the
native birds on several enjoyable walks; identifying
native plants on a leisurely wildflower walk through
the different refuge habitats; and just exploring nature
on several walks offered throughout the day. The City
of Cheney Parks and Recreation provided a bus and
driver for 2 geology tours that looked for the evidence
of the ice age floods. An afternoon refuge management
tour on restoration and management of habitats in this
unique landscape was also provided.
Three vendors provided an array of delicious treats
from kettle corn to Jamaican jerk chicken.
Our heartfelt thanks to all the partners and individuals who made this festival such a success this year.
Boy Scouts of America Troop 329
Channeled Scablands Cooperative Weed Management Area
(CWMA)
Cheney Parks and Recreation
Ducks Unlimited
Ecological Services (ES)
Eastern Washington University Biology Department
Eastern Washington University Recycling Department
Exploring Families
Friends of Little Pend Oreille
Friends of Turnbull
Ice Age Floods Institute Cheney-Spokane Chapter
Inland Northwest Land Trust
Inland Northwest Wildlife Council
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)
Spokane Audubon Society

Spokane Clean Air
Spokane Conservation District
Student Conservation Association
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Veterans Conservation Corps (VCC)
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife – Private Lands Access and Habitat Enhancement Programs
Washington Native Plant Society
Washington Service Corps
West Plains Beekeepers Association
West Valley Outdoor Learning Center
Aaron Miller (Bus Driver)
John C. Kerkering (Photography Walk)
Brian Maebius (Festival Logo Designer)

Membership: Just a reminder to renew your
membership. We depend on your support to continue our important work with the Environmental
Education program at Turnbull.
If you would like to receive your newsletter
through your email, please let us know. It not
only saves paper but you can enjoy all the pictures in living color! Email jcorder@hughes.net.

President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Joanne Powell....jopowell39@aol.com
Board Members:
Robert Liepold..rliepold@aol.com
John Barber.............pattiandjohnbarber@hotmail.com
Linda Long........lindakl@centurytel.net Lorna Kropp...........lkropp@cet.org
Peter Porter..............drpporter@yahoo.com
Robert Quinn..........rquinn@mail.ewu.edu
Katherine Ryf..........FriendsofTurnbull@gmail.com
Paul Simmons.........psimmons@cityofcheney.org
Visit our great website!
Molly Zammit.........molly.z@comcast.net
www.fotnwr.org
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they are used by private land owners near refuges and
in many cases can create a much larger conservation
footprint than a refuge can provide alone.

Friends of Turnbull Bookstore
and Gift Shop Report
Marian Frobe

NWRA
Appropriations: Neither the House or Senate Interior
Appropriations Subcommittees have released drafts
of their bills for fiscal year 2014. When they do come
out, we are anticipating large cuts to the Refuge
System and Land and Water Conservation Fund. The
across the board spending cuts of “Sequestration” that
were enacted earlier this year are the first of many
years of cuts agreed to in the Budget Control Act of
2011.
If enacted, the National Wildlife Refuge Review Act
of 2013 would revoke the authority of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to establish a new national wildlife
refuge. Only Congress would have the power to create
a new refuge. The House held a hearing on this bill
on April 25th. The bill is in committee and there is no
word on a House vote or action by the Senate.
The Corolla Wild Horses Protection Act would require
the Service to enter an agreement to manage non-native, feral horses in and around the Currituck NWR on
the Outer Banks of North Carolina. The House passed
the bill at the beginning of June. Senator Burr of North
Carolina has placed the bill on the Senate’s legislative
calendar for action although it is unclear if anything
will happen. Thank you to all the groups that signed
a letter to the Senate and please stay tuned for more
news.
The Senate passed a Farm Bill that was pretty good
and supports a strong conservation programs. Farm
Bill conservation programs are very important because
Summer 2013

Our sales this spring have been very good, thanks
in large part to the Floods, Flowers and Feathers Festival. We had sales of $757.13 that day alone, plus the
Friends group also took in several memberships and a
number of donations in the donation jar. Altogether,
since the store opened this spring, we have had sales
of $2869.38 and expenses mostly for restocking of
$2242.15, so through the end of June we have a profit
of $627.23.
Our T-shirt supplier did a great job with the Swan
logo. We kept the original design but he softened it
up and it really looks great as the color of the T-shirt
comes through and the plastic is gone. When you
come out, look at them and see if you like them better. We also ordered a few polo shirts with the embroidered heron on the front. We didn’t order many as
they are costly and we have to charge $22.95 for them.
We ordered them only in Navy blue until we see how
they sell. I think they look classier than the T-shirts. I
still need to reorder sweatshirts as we are out of some
sizes, but I’m in no hurry to do that as they probably
won’t sell as much now that the weather is warmer.
We do have one new book—On the Trail of the
Ice Age Floods. It covers our area of eastern Washington and is a really nice looking book. It is selling
for $26.00. We also have Carlene Hardt’s book, A
Swan and His Family, for sale at the Store, along with
her marvelous post cards that sell well. We also have
a few different coloring books for children available
now. As we sold so many titles during the Festival, we
reordered books again in May.
We have a few new volunteers working the store,
but can always use more as scheduling seems harder
in the summer. Special thanks to the new volunteers!
If you would like to help us out, please call MaryJane
Booth at 235-4466 or me, Marian Frobe, at 328-0621
or at rrfrobe@msn.com. Or check the “I want to volunteer” box on your membership form.
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Friends of Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge

General Membership Meeting

Headquarters area of the Refuge
Tuesday, August 20, 2013
6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

6:00 - 7:00 p.m.

		

Pot Luck Dinner
Please bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share
Hamburgers/veggie burgers/hot dogs and beverage
will be provided by FOT.

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
The FOT year in review followed by our special
					program.
Our special program is a presentation by our
guest speaker, Mahlon E. Kriebel. He is the author of Battle of To-Hots-Nim-Me, describing an
important and fascinating part of Washington
state history.
The Friends of Turnbull would like to invite members to
get involved in plans for the Refuge. Many FOT members
already participate in at least one volunteer activity. Two
committees are expanding. Do you have ideas for activities,
experiences or learning opportunities you would like to see
the Friends group offer at the Refuge? Join the Activities Committee. The process will be to brainstorm a list of
varied activities for all ages and all levels of experience
from families with children to expert birders, and then
divide up the work to contact and put together a monthly
activity calendar, and promote the opportunities. There are
openings for 2-3 more committee members. The second
committee is the Promotion/Fund-raising Committee. Would
you like to share the story of Turnbull NWR at community
fairs, or help out with the fundraising FOT Annual Auction?
Then this committee can use your help. Interested? Contact Lorna Kropp for inclusion in the meetings and work.
lkropp@cet.org
Summer
2013
Winter 2010

Please R.S.V.P. to
Friends of Turnbull President,
Joanne Powell
999-2090
jopowell39@aol.com
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Refuge Happenings

by Sandy Rancourt

Riparian Restoration
We experienced our 2nd largest turnout for a
community planting event this spring. One hundred
seventy-eight people came to plant trees and build
fence during our semi-annual community planting
event! The weather was perfect as usual for this event,
and the volunteers just kept rolling in. Volunteers and
staff planted hundreds of native trees and erected additional protective fencing on the southwest end of the
Pine Creek Restoration Unit. Volunteers came from
Spokane Audubon Society, Inland Northwest Wildlife
Council, Friends of Turnbull, Eastern Washington
University, Spokane Community College, AmeriCorps, North Central High School, Girl Scouts of
America, Master Hunter Program, Center for Cultural
Interchange, Eastern Washington University Pre-Medical and Pre-Dental Society (PMPDS), Eastern Washington University Asia University America Program
(AUAP), Veterans Conservation Corps and the Student
Conservation Association. Former Visitor Services
Volunteer Virgil Bowen procured donations of coffee
and donuts to get all those volunteers fueled to start
the day. Cheney Trading Company generously donated
8 dozen donuts, and Mitchell’s Harvest Food donated
the coffee. Friends of Turnbull provided hamburgers
and hotdogs and a cook for a delicious potluck which
followed the planting. Master Hunter Mike Fischer
cut up 4 rolls of hardware cloth in preparation for
our community spring planting event. Master Hunter
Dennis Schult provided great assistance by making 19
large cages and placing them around our larger aspen
and willow trees to protect them from our industrious
beaver(s). The efforts of refuge staff and volunteers
are apparent. The Pine Creek Riparian Restoration
Unit is flourishing and the abundance of songbirds and
other wildlife attests to all the hard work.

Summer
2013
Winter 2010

Members of EWU AUAP Program have been regular participants at Turnbull’s community planting events. (SR)

CCI Greenheart
Thirteen individuals participating in the Center
for Cultural Interchange Program participated in a
riparian restoration project at Turnbull this spring. The
refuge has been working with students participating
in the CCI Program for several years now. The Cultural Exchange Program in the United States connects Americans with international students. The high
school students and their hosts, led by Green Heart
representative Merle Barr, assisted me and the Refuge
Biologist, Mike Rule with planting 15, 5-gallon aspen
at the Collin Leach Memorial Riparian Restoration
Site. Merle received a $300 grant from Green Heart
to purchase the aspen saplings for this year’s project.
Students were provided a talk on refuge history, riparian habitat and management, and were demonstrated
planting techniques. The students represented countries from around the world including Germany, Italy,
Kyrgyzstan, and Mexico. They were an enthusiastic
group of young adults, and we had a very enjoyable
experience working with them.
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Eagle Scout Potting Projects

Participants from the CCI Interchange program planted 15
aspen trees at the Collin Leach Memorial Grove. (SR)

Boy Scouts of America Potting Project
AmeriCorps intern Maxwell Olsen coordinated
with several Boy and Cub Scout troops on a potting
project on April 27th. Student Conservation Association intern Thomas Athens and refuge volunteer
Daniella Roslevich also provided assistance with the
project. Forty-nine scouts and their parents participated. The volunteer interns and scouts transplanted over
700 bare root aspen and water birch seedlings to pots.
The newly potted plants will stay in the nursery for a
year and then will be transplanted at one of our on or
off refuge restoration sites.

Eagle Scout candidate Noah Brown from Boy
Scout Troop 322 led 27 individuals potting 1,000
aspen, water birch and mock orange bare root stock.
Noah carefully lined out his help mixing the soil, potting techniques, watering and organizing the refuge’s
restoration nursery. Noah also procured donations of
vermiculite and peat moss for the project.
To complete this massive project, Eagle Scout
candidate Grant Cook from Troop 333 coordinated
a group of 17 individuals potting 800 red-osier dogwood, water birch and Woods’ rose seedlings. Grant
quickly organized a group to finish up the potting
project before the hot weather hit. He was very well
organized and everyone was assigned a task to work
on. Grant also procured donations of vermiculite and
peat moss for the project. Both scouts did exceptional
work. We now have thousands of seedlings to be used
for future refuge and private lands riparian restoration
projects thanks to their efforts.

Eagle Scout candidate Noah Brown (SR)

WSC AmeriCorps intern Max Olsen instructing BSA troops
on potting bare stock seedlings. (SR)

Summer
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Eagle Scout candidate Grant Cook (SR)
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Invasive Species Control and Litter Pickup Projects
Five individuals from Cheney Middle School pulled
Dalmatian Toadflax along the refuge’s Auto Tour
Route. Maggie Booth’s interest in volunteering at the
refuge was sparked during the FFF Festival. She recruited some other enthusiastic friends for the project.
Several individuals from the Church of Latter-day
Saints came out one evening and picked up garbage
around the Auto Tour Route. Even though these two
volunteer projects may not be the most glamorous they
were very much needed, and we are very grateful for
their hard work.
EE Facilities and other Master Hunter Projects
Three individuals in the Master Hunter Program
provided great support for our Environmental Education program this spring by completing 2 much needed
projects. Mike Fischer did an exceptional job building
an additional wall to enclose storage in our environmental education building. Getting some extra storage space is a nice addition to the building. He also
made and beautifully framed the banner in the Friends
bookstore. Duane Davey built some very well crafted
benches for the new environmental education shelter at
West Blackhorse Lake, and he also assisted the maintenance guys with their installation. Dennis Schult
built and installed 15 large cages around the larger
trees at our community planting event to protect them
from our beavers. He returned in June and built and
erected another 15 cages. Because of his efforts all the
cottonwoods and most of the willows in the eastern exclosures are now protected. All three Master Hunters
put in a lot of time and effort with outstanding results.

Duane Davey crafted all the benches for our West Blackhorse
Lake EE Shelter. (SR)

Master Hunter Dennis Schult made and erected 30 large
cages to protect the riparian trees (SR)

Eagle Scout Bluebird Nest Box Construction & Placement Project
Eagle Scout candidate Dallin Olson from Boy Scout
Troop 329 demonstrated how to build and place a
bluebird box at our 2nd Annual Floods, Flowers, and
Feathers Festival. This was a very successful activity
at our FFF event. They completed 34 boxes with 60
attendees. (see front page article)
Mike Fischer constructing a storage wall in the refuge’s EE
building. (SR)
Winter 2010
Summer
2013

7

the tail end of our waterfowl pair surveys and monitoring blue bird and wood duck nest boxes. Thomas
Athens the EE SCA intern will stay on this summer to
help both with EE and the Biological Program. Peter
Gilbert, a senior, at EWU will also be volunteering
a couple days a week this summer. Kate, Peter and
Thomas have been mapping with GPS this year’s
tree planting and measuring the growth and health of
previous years planting. They have also assisted with
planting additional trees in the Cheever Lake NAWCA
project area. They will be conducting weed surveys,
forest monitoring transects, wetland mapping, and
waterfowl banding this summer.
Nothing but smiles from FFF attendees when they left with
their prize from Eagle Scout candidate Dallin Olsen’s activity.
(SR)

Biological Program
May and June are always very busy months for the
biological program. Refuge staff, volunteers and
contractors conduct a wide variety of wildlife and
habitat surveys. Our 115 point count stations were
visited three times this spring to record all the birds
heard or seen in 10 minutes. It takes specialized skills
developed over years of birding to conduct these surveys. Refuge staff and volunteers began these surveys
20 years ago. Special thanks to Marian and Russell
Frobe, Brad and Fran Haywood, Nancy Curry, Craig
Corder, Tim O’Brien and Kim Thorburn for lending
their eyes and ears. Marian and Russell Frobe also
assisted with this year’s marshbird and waterfowl pair
surveys, Breeding Bird Survey and songbird banding.
Craig Corder and David Joyner also assisted refuge
staff with waterfowl pair surveys. Independent Contractor Rachel Rule who is supported by the Friends
Group, has helped to fill the gap created by the early
departure of the Biological AmeriCorps Samantha
Ford. Rachel has assisted with marshbird surveys,
dove coo counts, several waterfowl pair surveys, bird
banding, water level monitoring, and data entry. She
has been doing weed surveys for the past several years
and has trained several volunteers on the GPS protocol. She will be doing additional surveys this summer
and provide training for our new crop of volunteers.
Our new Student Conservation Association (SCA)
intern Kate Terpstra will assist with several habitat
based surveys this summer. Kate has helped out with
Summer
2013
Winter 2010

Several volunteers have been assisting with monitoring of bluebird boxes. Cathy and Don Richter, Charmaine Gural and Jerry Hickman have been assisting
with this project for several years. Scott Macklin, who
has assisted with elk telemetry the past few years, has
adopted a bluebird nest box trail this year. Kate and
Jan and Grace Pochis have also been helping to monitor nest boxes.

Public Use Program
Environmental Education (EE) & Outreach
It never ceases to amaze me how many requests we
receive from schools and other organizations for our
environmental education program. In just the past few
months, refuge staff and volunteers have facilitated
EE on and off refuge for 3,000 students. This spring
we offered our usual Spring Field Trip Program for
all those students, and many individuals also experienced our Night Hike Program, Bird Program and
Senior Program. We have also provided outreach for
over 1,100 individuals through several events including the Floods, Flowers, and Feather Festival, EWU
Spring Service Fair, Spokane Earth Day, the Community Planting Event and Friends of Turnbull Auction. We greatly appreciate all those volunteers who
assisted staff throughout the year with environmental
education including: WSC AmeriCorps interns Maxwell Olsen and Samantha Ford, Student Conservation
Association intern Thomas Athens, long term refuge
volunteers, Joyce Alonso, Fran and Brad Haywood,
Jan and Ed Reynolds, Linda Long, Louise O’Leary,
Chuck Kerkering, John Barber, Daniella Roslevich,
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Rachel Rule, and Marian and Russell Frobe. FOT
Environmental Education Contractor Kylie Gaard and
Pathways intern Paul Reilly also provided great assistance with facilitation, training, data entry, curriculum
development and inventory.
Friends of Turnbull Annual Auction
AmeriCorps intern Maxwell Olsen and Student Conservation Association Thomas Athens did an outstanding job assisting our Friends group with their
annual auction in which 130 people attended. The
duo organized and labeled auction items and prepped
them for display. They also provided great assistance
with the event’s set up - finding chairs, silverware,
and anything else our Friends needed help with. Max
and Thomas were also runners to ensure bid winners
received their items.

From Left to Right: WSC AmeriCorps intern Maxwell Olsen
and SCA intern Thomas Athens displaying items for the raffle
auction. (SR)

Earth Day
For several years now, the Refuge and Friends of
Turnbull have combined efforts to provide an informative and fun activity booth during Spokane
Earth Day, an event held in downtown Spokane
in April. We provided over 500 attendees with
information about the refuge and Friends of
Turnbull and made animal tracks out of Plaster
of Paris with several hundred individuals. Louise
O’Leary, Max Olsen, Thomas Athens, Daniella
Roslevich and Paul Reilly staffed the very popular booth.
Senior Program

WSC AmeriCorps Max Olsen demonstrates how to do the jig for
Puddles the Blue Goose. (SR).

Puddles the Blue Goose Visit
Turnbull was one of many migratory stop overs for
Puddles the Blue Goose this spring. Turnbull is just one
of many refuges the blue goose is touring to become a
national icon and have people recognize the blue goose
symbol. Pathway’s intern Paul Reilly was kind enough
to wear the outfit for the students from Chase Middle
School.

Winter 2010
Summer
2013

Our new senior program got off to a great start
this year. We provided several tours and outreach
programs for Broadway Court Estates, Northpointe Retirement Community, and Cheney Care
Center. Seniors learned about the refuge, habitats, adaptations, bird nests and other wildlife.
We are currently reworking our existing curriculum to meet the seniors’ needs.
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Wildlife Observations
Status of Trumpeter Swans
at Turnbull NWR

by Mike Rule

Status of Trumpeter Swans at Turnbull NWR
Following a 21 year hiatus, the last remaining member of the
Turnbull NWR trumpeter swan restoration flock, dubbed Solo
by the local press, found a new mate and successfully fledged
4 cygnets in 2009 , 3 of which survived through their first winter.
As improbable as that event was for our male swan, estimated to
be at least 33 years old, he sired 5 more cygnets in 2010, all of
which fledged. Although he returned to the refuge following a
thaw in January 2011 with his mate, 3 offspring from 2009, and
the 5 from 2010, he was found ill and unable to fly on the ice of
a local lake shortly afterwards. He was brought to the Washington State University Veterinary School where he succumbed to
complications of lead poisoning. The lakes south of the refuge
where the swans have been observed after freeze up of the refuge are heavily fished.
The loss of Solo was not, however, the end of the story. His mate formed a new pair bond with an unmarked
swan in early 2012, nested and successfully fledged 3 cygnets. Throughout this time period, the number of
trumpeters observed on refuge wetlands in fall before freeze up and shorty after a late winter thaw has increased to as many as 16 birds. By basic accounting, we believe they are mostly swans hatched and fledged
on Turnbull since 2009. We have been observing a variety of trumpeter swans in the spring on and near the
refuge that were not part of Turnbull’s flock. This trend in greater trumpeter swan numbers has been observed
over the past few years and appears to coincide with observed increases in trumpeter swan populations in
North America. This year, 2 pairs were observed in late April near Refuge HQ where recent nesting has occurred. One pair nested in the same location as last year and likely includes Solo’s mate. The other pair may
consists of one of the 2009 cygnets that reached breeding age this year and a swan passing through this area
in early spring. Both nests hatched, one with 3 cygnets on June 13 and the other with 4 on June20.
From what was believed to be a failure to establish a flock from Red Rock Lake NWR transplants in the late
1960s, life has found its way. Although swan management at Turnbull since 1988 can be described as a program of benign neglect, a more active approach may be needed if we are to see full occupancy of Turnbull’s
very suitable swan breeding habitat. As a first step, we need to determine the genetic provenance of this small
population, their familial
relationships, and their
winter movements. Marking
of individual birds and blood
sampling will take place in
late summer before molting
is complete and the cygnets
fledge.

Sunner
Winter 2013
2010

All photographs
by Carlene Hardt,
Wildlife Photographer
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Renewal ____

_____

My check is enclosed payable to
Friends of Turnbull N.W.R.
P.O. Box 294
Cheney WA 99004

Where needed _____

Environmental Education___

I would like to voluntee_____
Bookstore_____
Committee_____

New ____

Amount Enclosed

Annual Membership: (Circle one)
Individual
$15
Family
$25
Business/Group $35
Patron
$100
Benefactor
$500
Donation
$____
Endowment Fund Donation
$____

E-mail

Daytime Phone

City, State, and Zip

Address

Name

YES! I want to support the Friends of Turnbull National
Wildlife Refuge and its programs with my membership.

Membership Application

Friends of Turnbull NWR
P.O. Box 294
Cheney, WA 99004

The Friends of Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge, a
nonprofit organization, supports the mandate of the
refuge to protect and enhance wildlife and their habitats
through education, research, habitat preservation and
restoration.

Got email? Add it to your membership form for quick activity updates!
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